Michigan Library Laws 

· Constitution of 1963, Article 8, section 9

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Article-VIII-9
STATE CONSTITUTION (EXCERPT)
CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN OF 1963
§ 9 Public libraries, fines.
Sec. 9.

The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment and support of public libraries which shall be available to all residents of the state under regulations adopted by the governing bodies thereof. All fines assessed and collected in the several counties, townships and cities for any breach of the penal laws shall be exclusively applied to the support of such public libraries, and county law libraries as provided by law.

History: Const. 1963, Art. VIII, § 9, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964 
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. XI, § 14. 

· Incompatible Public Offices, Public Act 566 of 1978 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-566-of-1978
INCOMPATIBLE PUBLIC OFFICES
Act 566 of 1978

AN ACT to encourage the faithful performance of official duties by certain public officers and public employees; to prescribe standards of conduct for certain public officers and public employees; to prohibit the holding of incompatible public offices; and to provide certain judicial remedies.

History: 1978, Act 566, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1978 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 15.181
	Section
	Definitions.

	Section 15.182
	Section
	Holding incompatible offices.

	Section 15.183
	Section
	Certain public employment or holding of public offices not prohibited.

	Section 15.184
	Section
	Injunction or other judicial relief or remedy.

	Section 15.185
	Section
	Action of public officer or employee; validity; judicial relief or remedy.


· Elliott Larsen Civil Rights, Public Act 453 of 1976

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-453-of-1976
ELLIOTT-LARSEN CIVIL RIGHTS ACT
Act 453 of 1976

AN ACT to define civil rights; to prohibit discriminatory practices, policies, and customs in the exercise of those rights based upon religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, height, weight, familial status, or marital status; to preserve the confidentiality of records regarding arrest, detention, or other disposition in which a conviction does not result; to prescribe the powers and duties of the civil rights commission and the department of civil rights; to provide remedies and penalties; to provide for fees; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts.

History: 1976, Act 453, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977 ;-- Am. 1977, Act 162, Imd. Eff. Nov. 8, 1977 ;-- Am. 1979, Act 91, Imd. Eff. Aug. 1, 1979 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 45, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983 ;-- Am. 1992, Act 124, Imd. Eff. June 29, 1992 ;-- Am. 1992, Act 258, Imd. Eff. Dec. 7, 1992 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	453-1976-1
	Division
	ARTICLE 1 (37.2101...37.2103)

	453-1976-2
	Division
	ARTICLE 2 (37.2201...37.2211)

	453-1976-3
	Division
	ARTICLE 3 (37.2301...37.2304)

	453-1976-4
	Division
	ARTICLE 4 (37.2401...37.2404a)

	453-1976-5
	Division
	ARTICLE 5 (37.2501...37.2507)

	453-1976-6
	Division
	ARTICLE 6 (37.2601...37.2606)

	453-1976-7
	Division
	ARTICLE 7 (37.2701...37.2705)

	453-1976-8
	Division
	ARTICLE 8 (37.2801...37.2804)


· Freedom of Information, Public Act 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-442-of-1976
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
Act 442 of 1976

AN ACT to provide for public access to certain public records of public bodies; to permit certain fees; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain public officers and public bodies; to provide remedies and penalties; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts.

History: 1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977 
Popular Name: Act 442
Popular Name: FOIA

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 15.231
	Section
	Short title; public policy.

	Section 15.232
	Section
	Definitions.

	Section 15.233
	Section
	Public records; right to inspect, copy, or receive; subscriptions; forwarding requests; file; inspection and examination; memoranda or abstracts; rules; compilation, summary, or report of information; creation of new public record; certified copies.

	Section 15.234
	Section
	Fee; waiver or reduction; affidavit; deposit; calculation of costs; limitation; provisions inapplicable to certain public records.

	Section 15.235
	Section
	Request to inspect or receive copy of public record; response to request; failure to respond; damages; contents of notice denying request; signing notice of denial; notice extending period of response; action by requesting person.

	Section 15.236
	Section
	FOIA coordinator.

	Section 15.240
	Section
	Options by requesting person; appeal; orders; venue; de novo proceeding; burden of proof; private view of public record; contempt; assignment of action or appeal for hearing, trial, or argument; attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements; assessment of award; damages.

	Section 15.241
	Section
	Matters required to be published and made available by state agencies; form of publications; effect on person of matter not published and made available; exception; action to compel compliance by state agency; order; attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements; jurisdiction; definitions.

	Section 15.243
	Section
	Exemptions from disclosure; public body as school district or public school academy; withholding of information required by law or in possession of executive office.

	Section 15.243a
	Section
	Salary records of employee or other official of institution of higher education, school district, intermediate school district, or community college available to public on request.

	Section 15.244
	Section
	Separation of exempt and nonexempt material; design of public record; description of material exempted.

	Section 15.245
	Section
	Repeal of MCL 24.221, 24.222, and 24.223.

	Section 15.246
	Section
	Effective date.


· Open Meetings, Public Act 267 of 1976

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-267-of-1976
OPEN MEETINGS ACT
Act 267 of 1976

AN ACT to require certain meetings of certain public bodies to be open to the public; to require notice and the keeping of minutes of meetings; to provide for enforcement; to provide for invalidation of governmental decisions under certain circumstances; to provide penalties; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts.

History: 1976, Act 267, Eff. Mar. 31, 1977 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 15.261
	Section
	Short title; effect of act on certain charter provisions, ordinances, or resolutions.

	Section 15.262
	Section
	Definitions.

	Section 15.263
	Section
	Meetings, decisions, and deliberations of public body; requirements; attending or addressing meeting of public body; tape-recording, videotaping, broadcasting, and telecasting proceedings; rules and regulations; exclusion from meeting; exemptions.

	Section 15.264
	Section
	Public notice of meetings generally; contents; places of posting.

	Section 15.265
	Section
	Public notice of regular meetings, change in schedule of regular meetings, rescheduled regular meetings, or special meetings; time for posting; statement of date, time, and place; applicability of subsection (4); recess or adjournment; emergency sessions; meeting in residential dwelling; notice.

	Section 15.266
	Section
	Providing copies of public notice on written request; fee.

	Section 15.267
	Section
	Closed sessions; roll call vote; separate set of minutes. 

	Section 15.268
	Section
	Closed sessions; permissible purposes.

	Section 15.269
	Section
	Minutes.

	Section 15.270
	Section
	Decisions of public body; presumption; civil action to invalidate; jurisdiction; venue; reenactment of disputed decision.

	Section 15.271
	Section
	Civil action to compel compliance or enjoin noncompliance; commencement; venue; security not required; commencement of action for mandamus; court costs and attorney fees.

	Section 15.272
	Section
	Violation as misdemeanor; penalty. 

	Section 15.273
	Section
	Violation; liability.

	Section 15.273a
	Section
	Selection of president by governing board of higher education institution; violation; civil fine.

	Section 15.274
	Section
	Repeal of MCL 15.251 to 15.253.

	Section 15.275
	Section
	Effective date.


· Distribution of Penal Fines to Public Libraries, Public Act 59 of 1964

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-59-of-1964
DISTRIBUTION OF PENAL FINES TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Act 59 of 1964

AN ACT to provide for the distribution of penal fines and their application to the support of public libraries; to provide for the appointment of a county library board to receive penal fines; to define its powers and duties; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts.

History: 1964, Act 59, Imd. Eff. May 12, 1964 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.31
	Section
	Public libraries; definitions.

	Section 397.32
	Section
	Penal fines; apportionment to county library boards.

	Section 397.33
	Section
	County library board; duties; membership, appointment, terms; contracts for service.

	Section 397.34
	Section
	County library board; powers as to new library.

	Section 397.35
	Section
	County contracting for service; apportionment of funds; allocation to more than 1 public library.

	Section 397.36
	Section
	Use of penal fine moneys; report. 

	Section 397.37
	Section
	Construction of act as to county law libraries.

	Section 397.38
	Section
	Statement of eligible libraries.

	Section 397.39
	Section
	Rules and regulations.

	Section 397.40
	Section
	Repeal.


· District Library Establishment Act, Public Act 24 of 1989

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-24-of-1989
THE DISTRICT LIBRARY ESTABLISHMENT ACT
Act 24 of 1989

AN ACT to provide for the establishment and maintenance of district libraries; to provide for district library boards; to define the powers and duties of certain state and local governmental entities; to prescribe penalties and provide remedies; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 1989, Act 24, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1989 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 176, Eff. Mar. 23, 1999 
Popular Name: District Libraries Act

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.171
	Section
	Short title.

	Section 397.172
	Section
	Definitions.

	Section 397.173
	Section
	Joint establishment of district library; requirements; portion of municipality to be included in district library; excluded portion; resolution; documents to be filed with state librarian; review; approval of agreement; amendment of boundaries; effect of excluded territory; single municipality.

	Section 397.173a
	Section
	Referendum on question of becoming district library or joining existing district library; filing, approval, and review of petition; approval by electors; establishment of new-district library; appointment of interim board; vote by district library board to accept or reject new proposed participating municipality.

	Section 397.173b
	Section
	Merging of district libraries; requirements; districtwide library tax.

	Section 397.174
	Section
	District library agreement; provisions.

	Section 397.175
	Section
	Submission of agreement and amendment to state librarian; approval or disapproval of agreement, amendment, or revision; statement.

	Section 397.176
	Section
	Organizational plan; revision of board structure and selection.

	Section 397.177
	Section
	District library as authority.

	Section 397.178
	Section
	Candidate for appointment or election as board member; qualifications; vacancy in office of board member.

	Section 397.179
	Section
	Appointed board members; number; right to appoint; term; vacancy.

	Section 397.180
	Section
	Repealed. 2002, Act 159, Eff. Jan. 1, 2003.

	Section 397.180a
	Section
	Violation of MCL 168.1 to 168.992 applicable to petitions; penalties.

	Section 397.181
	Section
	Election of board members of district library; provisions applicable where school district is participating municipality; amendment of agreement.

	Section 397.182
	Section
	Powers of board; compensation and expenses of board members; deposit and expenditure of money in district library fund.

	Section 397.183
	Section
	Determination of money necessary for establishment and operation of district library districtwide tax; payment by participating municipality; approval of tax; library tax.

	Section 397.184
	Section
	Provisions governing elections.

	Section 397.185
	Section
	Ballot proposal for districtwide tax; amount of millage; proposed duration; adoption by resolution; certification; authorization of tax levy; limitation on elections.

	Section 397.186
	Section
	Providing ballots.

	Section 397.187
	Section
	Conduct of election; list of electors. 

	Section 397.188
	Section
	Publication of notices of close of registration and election; canvass and certification of results of election. 

	Section 397.189
	Section
	Printing and providing ballots.

	Section 397.190
	Section
	Conduct of election for board members or districtwide tax.

	Section 397.191
	Section
	Publication of notices for election of board members or districtwide tax; publication of notices of close of registration and election; ballot language of proposal.

	Section 397.192
	Section
	Canvass and certification of results of election.

	Section 397.193
	Section
	Reimbursement for costs of election.

	Section 397.194
	Section
	Withdrawal of municipality from district library; amendment of agreement; dissolution.

	Section 397.195
	Section
	Municipality other than school district as party to existing agreement; requirements; acceptance conditioned on authorization of tax; change in number of mills based on district library agreement.

	Section 397.195a
	Section
	Repealed. 2003, Act 279, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 2004.

	Section 397.196
	Section
	Repeal of MCL 397.271 to 397.276.


· City, Village and Township Libraries, Public Act 164 of 1877

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-164-of-1877
CITY, VILLAGE, AND TOWNSHIP LIBRARIES 
Act 164 of 1877

AN ACT to authorize cities, incorporated villages, and townships to establish and maintain, or contract for the use of, free public libraries and reading rooms; and to prescribe penalties and provide remedies.

History: 1877, Act 164, Eff. Aug. 21, 1877 ;-- Am. 1984, Act 128, Imd. Eff. June 1, 1984 ;-- Am. 1998, Act 177, Eff. Mar. 23, 1999 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.201
	Section
	Public library and reading room; establishment and maintenance by city council; tax levy; library fund; tax additional to tax limitation.

	Section 397.202
	Section
	Board of directors; members; qualifications; number; terms.

	Section 397.203
	Section
	Board of directors; appointment, terms, removal.

	Section 397.204
	Section
	Board of directors; vacancies, compensation.

	Section 397.205
	Section
	Board of directors; officers, powers and duties; library fund, expenditures, accounting.

	Section 397.206
	Section
	City library; free use; regulations. 

	Section 397.207
	Section
	Board of directors; annual report, contents.

	Section 397.208
	Section
	City library; injury to property, ordinances, penalties.

	Section 397.209
	Section
	City library; donations, acceptance. 

	Section 397.210
	Section
	Free public library in village or township; petition to levy tax for establishment; notice of election; library fund; board of directors; estimate of money necessary for support and maintenance of library; report; assessment and collection of tax; powers of corporate authorities; library as authority under state constitution.

	Section 397.210a
	Section
	Free public library in city; establishment; petition for tax; notice; form of ballot; library fund; preparing and reporting estimate of money necessary for support and maintenance; tax additional to tax limitation.

	Section 397.210b
	Section
	Free public library established in township or village incorporated as city; continuation of library board, library, and tax.

	Section 397.210c
	Section
	Increasing library millage; ballot; election; validation of millage renewal.

	Section 397.211
	Section
	Library board of city, village, or township; establishment; provisional or permanent; director; vacancy; powers of library board.

	Section 397.211a
	Section
	Violation of MCL 168.1 to 168.992 applicable to petitions; penalties.

	Section 397.212
	Section
	Applicability of MCL 397.210a and 397.211; exception; organization of existing public library under MCL 397.210a.

	Section 397.213
	Section
	Use of library services by adjacent township, village, or city; contract; payment.

	Section 397.214
	Section
	Contract with township, city, or village for use of library and reading room; procedure; tax levy; library fund.

	Section 397.215
	Section
	Contract for use of library services by county; joint library board; number of directors; provisions of contract; vacancies; removal of director; vacating offices of directors; powers and duties of joint library board.

	Section 397.216
	Section
	Rights in use and benefits of library; uniform rules and regulations.

	Section 397.217
	Section
	Joint municipal libraries; villages and cities.


· Libraries Under Boards of Education, Public Act 261 of 1913

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-261-of-1913
LIBRARIES UNDER BOARDS OF EDUCATION 
Act 261 of 1913

AN ACT to authorize boards of education to provide for the maintenance of free public libraries existing under the control of boards of education of the cities; to authorize and empower said boards of education to raise or borrow money and issue bonds in sufficient sum to purchase property or site, erect and maintain buildings for use as a free public library and other educational purposes.

History: 1913, Act 261, Eff. Aug. 14, 1913 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.261
	Section
	Boards of education library; annual expense estimates.

	Section 397.262
	Section
	Boards of education; raising money for purchase of property; bonds; issuance; approval by electors; issuance subject to revised municipal finance act.


· District Library Financing, Public Act 265 of 1988

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-265-of-1988
DISTRICT LIBRARY FINANCING ACT
Act 265 of 1988

AN ACT to authorize district libraries to acquire, construct, or furnish real or personal property for use for library purposes; to authorize district libraries to borrow money and issue bonds and notes and refunding bonds and notes for those acquisitions; and to authorize district libraries to levy a tax for, and to pledge their full faith and credit to, the payment of contracts, bonds, and notes.

History: 1988, Act 265, Imd. Eff. July 15, 1988 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.281
	Section
	Short title.

	Section 397.282
	Section
	Definitions.

	Section 397.283
	Section
	Powers of board.

	Section 397.284
	Section
	Limitation on borrowing money or issuing bonds or notes; conditions to issuance of general obligation unlimited tax bonds; ballot question.

	Section 397.285
	Section
	Issuance of limited tax bonds or notes by resolution.

	Section 397.286
	Section
	Repealed. 1989, Act 25, Imd. Eff. May 22, 1989.

	Section 397.287
	Section
	Bonds as debt of district library; withdrawal of participating municipality from district library.

	Section 397.288
	Section
	Authorization and levy of taxes to pay principal of and interest on bonds.

	Section 397.289
	Section
	Bonds subject to revised municipal finance act.

	Section 397.290
	Section
	Submission of proposal to issue bonds; limitation.


· County Libraries, Public Act 138 of 1917

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-138-of-1917
COUNTY LIBRARIES
Act 138 of 1917

AN ACT to authorize the creation of county libraries; to authorize the contracting by the board of supervisors of any county for library service; to authorize the contracting by the board of supervisors of any county or the board of trustees of any regional library with any other municipality for the furnishing of such service; and to provide for a tax for the purposes of this act.

History: 1917, Act 138, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917 ;-- Am. 1931, Act 249, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.301
	Section
	County libraries; establishment, contracts for service, tax.

	Section 397.302
	Section
	Library board; purpose; appointment and terms of members; voting; vacancy; expansion of board; board as body corporate; powers; cost of service.

	Section 397.303
	Section
	Contract for use of existing library; county library fund.

	Section 397.304
	Section
	County library fund; disbursement. 

	Section 397.305
	Section
	Contract for service to municipality; tax; effect of establishment of municipal library.


· Township and Village Libraries, Public Act 5 of 1917

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-5-of-1917
TOWNSHIP AND VILLAGE LIBRARIES 
Act 5 of 1917

AN ACT authorizing organized townships and incorporated villages in the state of Michigan to borrow money and to issue bonds therefor for the purpose of establishing free public libraries, purchasing sites and constructing buildings thereon.

History: 1917, Act 5, Imd. Eff. Mar. 9, 1917 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.321
	Section
	Townships and villages; issuance of library bonds, approval by electors.

	Section 397.322
	Section
	Referendum; notice.

	Section 397.323
	Section
	Referendum; form of ballot; election process.

	Section 397.324
	Section
	Library bonds; vote; issuance; subject to revised municipal finance act.

	Section 397.325
	Section
	Repealed. 2002, Act 332, Imd. Eff. May 23, 2002.

	Section 397.326
	Section
	Declaration of necessity.


· State Aid to Public Libraries, Public Act 89 of 1977

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-89-of-1977
STATE AID TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACT 
Act 89 of 1977

AN ACT to provide for the establishment of cooperative libraries; to prescribe the powers and duties of the department of history, arts, and libraries; to provide state aid for public libraries participating in cooperative libraries; to prescribe the powers and duties of cooperative library boards; to provide an appropriation; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

History: 1977, Act 89, Imd. Eff. Aug. 2, 1977 ;-- Am. 1982, Act 541, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983 ;-- Am. 2001, Act 65, Eff. Oct. 1, 2001 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.551
	Section
	Short title.

	Section 397.552
	Section
	Definitions.

	Section 397.553
	Section
	Cooperative boards; establishment; number.

	Section 397.554
	Section
	Preliminary cooperative plan for library services; contents; development.

	Section 397.555
	Section
	Eligibility for membership in cooperative library.

	Section 397.556
	Section
	Areas included in cooperative library.

	Section 397.557
	Section
	Cooperative library board as representative of participating libraries; selection of members; existing systems.

	Section 397.558
	Section
	Cooperative library board as body corporate; powers and duties; installment purchase contract, land contract, loan agreement, or lease purchase contract.

	Section 397.559
	Section
	Submission and contents of plan; approval of plan; jurisdiction.

	Section 397.560
	Section
	Fiscal year and funds of cooperative library.

	Section 397.561
	Section
	Use of facilities and resources of member libraries; availability of services of cooperative library; appeal from refusal of service.

	Section 397.561a
	Section
	Nonresident borrowing fees.

	Section 397.562
	Section
	Resolution requesting local board to become participating library; rights, duties, and privileges of participating library.

	Section 397.563
	Section
	State aid for cooperative libraries. 

	Section 397.564
	Section
	Cooperative board to provide services to member libraries within area of cooperative library.

	Section 397.565
	Section
	Payment for services by member libraries; cooperative library headquarters.

	Section 397.566
	Section
	State aid for public libraries; reimbursing public libraries for salary of head librarian; employee wage increases; certifying salary of head librarian.

	Section 397.567
	Section
	Compliance with certification requirements as qualification for state aid.

	Section 397.568
	Section
	Application for state aid; certification.

	Section 397.569
	Section
	Distribution of state aid; statement; vouchers; warrants.

	Section 397.570
	Section
	Deposit of money in separate fund; review of expenditures.

	Section 397.571
	Section
	Expenditure of state aid.

	Section 397.572
	Section
	Dispute; hearing; decision.

	Section 397.573
	Section
	Needs considered by state board in carrying out powers and duties.

	Section 397.574
	Section
	Repealed. 1982, Act 541, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983.

	Section 397.575
	Section
	Appropriation.

	Section 397.576
	Section
	Repeal of MCL 397.501 to 397.527.


· Library Privacy Act, Public Act 455 of 1982

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-act-455-of-1982
THE LIBRARY PRIVACY ACT
Act 455 of 1982

AN ACT to provide for the confidentiality of certain library records; and to provide for the selection and use of library materials.

History: 1982, Act 455, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983 

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
	Document
	Type
	Description

	Section 397.601
	Section
	Short title.

	Section 397.602
	Section
	Definitions.

	Section 397.603
	Section
	Library record not subject to disclosure requirements; release or disclosure of library record without consent prohibited; exception; procedure and form of written consent; hearing.

	Section 397.604
	Section
	Violation of MCL 397.603; liability; civil action; damages; attorney fees and costs.

	Section 397.605
	Section
	Selection and use of library materials. 

	Section 397.606
	Section
	Restriction of internet access to minors; immunity from liability; exceptions.


